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OPINION

Irony at its finest

BY RENE DELGADILLO
The Prospector

We as Mexicans
and Hispanics complain about Trump’s
idea of building a
wall. We defend our
flag and our people,
and we expose all
the injustices that
our people suffer as
a minority in the U.S. We speak with
pride about our people and culture,
without noticing that Mexico is racist
against immigrants, just as much as the
United States.
Did you know about the Mexican
newspaper that supports Trump’s idea of
building a wall?
El Mañana, a newspaper in the state
of Tamaulipas, reported that the idea
of the Republican candidate is a good
one, the only difference is that they
want a wall between southern Mexico
and Central America.
El Mañana said that the immigration problem that Mexico and the U.S.
are going through can be resolved with
the construction of a wall that would
prevent illegal Central Americans from
entering Mexico.
“Peace and tranquility has ended in
the Mexican border and deported Central Americans from the U.S. who stay
in Mexican territory have been a cause of
this loss of peace,” El Mañana wrote.
El Mañana also said that Central
Americans are deported from the U.S. to
Mexican territory and not to their original country, which presents a problem
for Mexican people. They said that many
Central Americans become delinquents,
who commit crimes such as kidnappings,
and in the worst of the cases, they end up
joining the drug cartels.
Irony at its finest? I think so.
How can a Mexican newspaper support the idea of a wall in the southern
border knowing the struggles that the
Mexican population has to experience
once they decide to reach out for the
“American dream?”
Why are they making Central Americans responsible for crimes? Instead of
making these arguments against immigrants, make your government responsible for the crimes in your nation.
Central Americans just want a better
life, so why should we blame them for the
violence in Mexico? The comments by El
Mañana are no different to Trump’s when
he insulted Mexican immigrants.
How can you ask for a wall between
Mexico and Guatemala without taking
into consideration all the abuses that your
country commits against immigrants?
The Guardian has reported that Mexican officials in the southern border confuse their own citizens by calling them
illegal Central Americans. Many of these
indigenous Mexicans don’t speak Spanish, and as a result, many officials take
advantage of the indigenous people.

MICHAELA ROMÁN, 747-7477

They are accused of holding false
documents and forced to sign documents without knowing what are
they’re agreeing to.
According to The Guardian, Mexican
officials physically abuse Central Americans and Mexicans, who they think are
not legal. Then they are deported to Guatemala, a country they don’t know anything about.
Yes, authorities in the southern border
of Mexico have and continue to abuse
Central Americans immigrants. Complaints of abuse caused by Mexican officials have grown by 40 percent after
President Enrique Peña Nieto’s border
plan was implemented in 2014.
Also at the end of June 2015, Mexico’s
National Commission on Human Rights
reported that 567 abuse complaints had
been filed against officials at the National
Migration Institute.
Peña’s idea was to have a safer border
and to have human rights protected, even
for people without Mexican nationality.
Safer border and protection of rights?
Does it sound familiar to Trump’s ideas?
It pretty much does. Trump has made
it clear that he wants to build a wall that
would stop the “rapists and the ones who
bring crime,” but allow the entrance of
those immigrants who do good while respecting “American values.”
Many of us are not informed, we make
judgments and we feel as we are the biggest victim of these immigration issues.
The reality is that Central Americans have
it way harder than Mexicans, and just to
make it clear, I’m not trying to minimize
the injustices that Mexican people suffer.
But it’s time for Mexicans to understand that other people have to travel
greater distances and have to go through
bigger injustices.
A study by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean reported that it is the poverty rate
of immigrants who came illegally to
Mexico that has forced many to leave
their native countries.
Mexico and Central America have
a poverty problem, and it’s pretty big,
which forces many to leave. But when it
comes to resources and opportunities,
Central Americans are much further behind than the people of Mexico.
Central Americans suffer abuses in
Mexican territory, they suffer physical
violence, they travel on “The Beast,” a
dangerous train, women are raped, and
others suffer hunger and racism even before reaching the United States.
The abuses and sacrifices that Mexican
people have to go through are important
issues that must be resolved. We should
all speak against these injustices, but without forgetting about Central Americans.
Even though I don’t support the Republican nominee, I believe that before
critiquing Trump you should look at your
own country and see if similarities exist.
Rene Delgadillo may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.
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UTEP student selected as an Archer Fellow in D.C.
BY GRECIA SANCHEZ
The Prospector

PHOTO COURTESY OF KRISTIAN VILLEGAS
Junior political science major, Kristian Villegas is representing UTEP as a Bill Archer intern
in Washington D.C.

Kristian Villegas, a junior political science major, recently was selected for the
Bill Archer Fellowship Program. The
award offers juniors, seniors and graduate
students the opportunity to receive firsthand networking and learning experiences in Washington D.C.
The fellowship was started by Congressman Bill Archer, along with the
University of Texas System in 2001. The
program involves students taking credit
classes, assisting with major-related
events and interning at places such as the
White House, Capital Hill, the Smithsonian or NASA.
“My responsibilities at the fellowship
are the same as if I was still physically at
UTEP: I attend class, I go to my internship on a daily basis and I stay out of trouble,” Villegas said. “A big responsibility
that I have is to represent my university—
UTEP—in Washington as professionally
as I can.”
Villegas said it was at a senate meeting
in the Student Government Association
that he first heard about the fellowship.
“A former student, known as an Archer
Fellow, was presenting the program to the
members of the SGA and I was in the audience learning about the program,” said
Villegas. “When I found out that I had to
at least be a junior to apply, I felt discouraged, but was determined to apply to the
program the second I got into my junior
year and so I did.”
Fellowship winners started their internship on Aug. 22 and will continue for
the entire fall semester until Dec. 11.

In order to become the only UTEP student who was granted the fellowship in
this year’s cycle, Villegas had to have previous internship and community service
experience, maintain an average of 3.0
GPA, complete basic government classes
as well as 24 credit hours at UTEP.
“The process of applying for the program is a lot of work, but manageable.
You need to give your resume, two letters
of recommendation, transcript, an essay
on a policy and a personal statement,”
Villegas said.
Once Villegas completed all of these
requirements he proceeded to a single
interview. He had already begun training
with UTEP Archer coordinator, Christian Corrales, who helps students who are
selected to the program.
“Much of what is discussed in the interview is the student’s knowledge on policy
and politics,” Villegas said. “So for those
who apply, they should be caught up on
current events and some policy news.”
said Villegas.
Besides getting ahead of the competition, Villegas had to find funds
for the program.
“The program, along with UTEP,
helped a lot with funding, but a student
in my position would have to save a lot
of money in order to live in Washington
D.C. and pay for the housing and program fees,” Villegas said. “Once you get
here, you also have to begin to budget
your money efficiently, so that you don’t
end up half way through the semester
with no money in your pocket.”
Villegas found out about this accomplishment while he was at the barber shop
with his mother and his brother.

“I was checking my email on my phone
and there it was. When I read I was accepted, I didn’t know how I felt. It was a
mixture of relief, excitement, and overall
happiness,” Villegas said. “It’s difficult to
describe, but at that moment I felt like
I was in the middle of a dream and was
hoping that it never ended.”
Villegas later realized the dream was
about to begin. He admits being in a state
of “culture shock” because of the people
he has met and the places he gets to visit
at his internship.
“Right now, I’m still not believing the
things that I see and experience as reality. Overall, I am very fortunate to have
the opportunity I have to be here and I
encourage everyone at UTEP to apply
to this amazing program,” Villegas said.
“The process to get here may be difficult,
but in the end I guarantee that you will
not regret the experience.”
Villegas’s future plans are to attend law
school somewhere in the Northeast, and
one of his major career goals is to become
a district attorney.
“Along the way, I want to someday hold
public office, and by being an Archer Fellow, I have been able to learn so much
about our political system and how best
to operate within it,” Villegas said. “It is
amazing just how much one would learn
from talking to a senator or a judge about
all the good things you can do and the
strategies used to achieve those ends.”
Applications for Bill Archer Fellowship
2017 will open on Nov. 2 of this year. For
more information about the program,
contact Christian Corrales at Union East,
room 302 E, or at ccorrales@utep.edu.
Grecia Sanchez may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.
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The skater and pedestrian: tips for coexistence
Advice for
pedestrians

BY ERIC VASQUEZ
The Prospector

The era of campus construction is
finally over, and more students have
been able to use alternative methods for commuting between classes.
While bikes have always been a
popular choice and hover boards are
finally going out of style, this semester more students have been riding
longboards, skateboards and penny
boards to get around. Here are a few
tips for skaters of all types to keep
injuries and fights resulting from an
angered (and injured) pedestrian.

Wear earphones, but
stay in a lane
We get it, Drake can drown out
your sorrows in the world, I’m sure,
but it’ll also drown out a screaming
skater warning you to get out of the
way. Keep jamming, and while it’s
best to not wear headphones at all,
make sure keep from zigzagging all
over the sidewalk to save yourself
some wood to the backs of your heels.

Advice for
boarders

Walk the gravel by
Centennial Plaza

Avoid the packed hours
The campus gets crowded after
early classes let out at around 9:30
a.m. and at 11 a.m. when students
head to lunch. You won’t be able to
ride on the smooth sidewalk for more
than a few feet before getting stuck
behind a cluster of students, so it’s
best to walk or take to the street and
grind through the cracked pavement.

Who knows why the University
thought putting dirt on one half of
the walkway would be a good idea,
but between wheels and feet, feet fare
better in the dirt. It’s a gesture of good
will, just as them not crashing into
your heel is a gesture of good health.

Don’t panic

Call out which side
you’re passing on

Skaters will usually weave around
pedestrians, so don’t freak out and
cause a collision. Trying to juke them
out will scare them, forcing them to
react by trying to cut a quick turn,
probably in the wrong way. At best,
just stand like a pole and make eye
contact with them, a look that says
“I’m not moving so you can. Watch
my shins please.” More often than not,
they’ll cruise by no problem. If you do
freak out and a collision does happen,
at worst you’ll end up with a bruise,
at best you’ve just began a rom-com
-styled first encounter with your future spouse. What? It can happen.

A quick “On your right!” call will
leave you a lane to pass through and will
prevent a collision when a student suddenly decides to cross the street. It may
look uncool, but what’s also uncool is
knocking down a pretty girl in a dress.

Don’t treat a pack of students like a bonus round
These aren’t fallen branches or
rocks to test your turn radius with
—they are people too. As much as it
sucks to lose your speed and jump off
your board, moving around the pack
is your best bet. With all the time you
saved riding up to this point, picking
the board up for a few seconds will
not make you late to class. That, or
for the more daring riders, screaming
nonsense like “pizza!” while waving
your arms wildly will clear the crowd.

Move on after a crash

It’s totally understandable: you
are completely zoning out thinking
about lunch or drumming up an excuse to skip class, maybe thinking
about cats for some reason, when
out of nowhere a guy flies shoulderfirst into the street and flops like a
doll. Ask if they’re okay and make
sure there isn’t any blood, but other
than that carry on about your day as
usual. They’ve crashed before and are
completely aware that everyone, including Dr. Natalicio (probably), saw
them eat it, so let them collect their
dignity in peace. That and tell your
friends about the weird little squeal
they did when they hit the ground.

Know the routes
Visitors to UTEP love how snug the
campus fits within the mountains.
These people have yet to run from the
Union to Old Main to get to class on
time. Campus is all hills, and a wellplanned route could save you minute—and sweat—from walking uphill
with your board. Misjudging a hill on
campus, however, could push you past
the limit of a foot-brake and into a car.

See something cool?
Let them know

Recover from a crash
Skating makes you look cool, no
doubt about that. Gliding down
the sidewalk with your backpack
says something like “I devour
knowledge, but I also own fake
Ray-Bans.” But what’s not cool is a
wipe out. You’ll clip a curb, maybe
turn too hard and land on your
face or your board might slip out
from underneath you like a banana peel. It happens, so the best
thing to do is to get up and shake
it off. Someone definitely saw you,
so take a bow and chase down your
board, it’s probably the most exciting thing anyone has seen all day.

GABY VELASQUEZ / THE PROSPECTOR
Skateboarders, longboarders and penny boarders often cruise between pedestrians on campus to get to class.

Standing on a board is hard. Standing on a moving board is harder, but
standing on a moving board in public
and looking like you belong on it? It
takes a few long nights in the driveway practicing in order to pull off the
look, and if one brave soul lands a trick
while on his way to the Liberal Arts
building, just give him a clap, a quick
“woo-hoo” even. That kid sacrificed
his pride and his jeans on a Wednesday, all just to give you something
cool to look at, so thank him for it.
Eric Vasquez may be reached at theprospectordaily.ent@
gmail.com.

